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ANNUAL   REPORT 

OF   THE 

PARKS  AND  RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT 

FOR   THE 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1956. 


Boston,  December  31,  1956. 

Hon.  John  B.  Hynes, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir: 

In  accordance  with  section  15  of  chapter  185,  Acts  of 
1875,  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Commission  herewith 
submits  its  annual  report  for  the  year  1956. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frank  R.  Kelley, 

Chairman,  Board  of  Parks 

and  Recreation  Commissioners. 

Thomas  J.  Carty, 
Daniel  G.  O'Connor, 
O.  Philip  Snowden, 
Harry  J.  Blake, 

Associate  Commissioners. 
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Expenditures  for  Maintenance,  January  1  to  December  31,  1956. 

Paeks,  Gardens  —  Squares 

Algonquin  Square $30  79 

Aquarium 759  83 

Aquariuna,  grounds .  6,366  36 

Arborway 3,001  20 

Arnold  Arboretum .  2,560  24 

Arts  Festival 149  59 

Back  Bay  District 24,771  14 

Back  Bay,  yard 46,909  84 

Belmont  Square 20  20 

Blackstone  Square 2,913  65 

Boston  Common,  Bandstand 1,424  56 

Boston  Common,  Convenience  Stations        .        .  18,933  51 

Boston  Common,  Deer  Park,  Tool  House     .        .  2,587  22 

Boston  Common,  Frog  Pond 4,732  15 

Boston  Common,  grounds 45,197  15 

Boston  Common,  Information  Booth     .        .        .  4,154  04 

Boston  Common,  Log  Cabin 402  57 

Boston  Common,  Playland 734  14 

Boston  Common,  Telephone  Booth        .        .        .  122  55 

Bojdston  Street,  Back  Bay 485  47 

Boylston  Street  Subway  Telephone  Booth    .        .  150  40 

Bradford  Street  Play  Area       .        .        .        .        .  295  76 

Brighton  District       .......  18,079  56 

Castle  Island 5,871  87 

Central  Square 2,848  38 

Charles  and  Boylston  Streets  Telephone  Booths  72  94 

Charlesgate  East  Bridge 356  10 

Charlesgate  West  Bridge 191  00 

Charlestown  District 11,413  94 

Christmas  Festival 1,542  13 

Christmas  trees  and  decorations     .        .        .        .  8,035  56 

City  Square 339  71 

Cleveland  Place 29  70 

Columbus  Park  ........  31,286  81 

Columbus  Park  Stadium 5,552  65 

Commonwealth  Avenue,  main        ....  10,778  70 

Concord  Square 137  58 

Corbett  Park 940  40 

Dewey  Park Ill  00 

Dorchester  Heights 2,635  60 

Dorchester  Park 9,112  09 

Doucette  Park 74  25 

East  Boston  District         ......  8,817  01 

East  Boston  Recreation  Area 1,949  34 

East  Boston  Stadium 19,958  76 

East  Cottage  and  Pond  Streets       ....  32  00 

Eaton  Square 1,355  95 
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Fens     .... 

Fens  Rose  Garden 

Fens  Stadium 

Fenway  Duck  Yard  . 

Franklin  Park,  Administration  Buildings,  shops 

yard,  etc. 
Franklin  Park,  blacksmith  shop 
Franklin  Park  Boat  Locker 
Franklin  Park,  carpenter  shop 
Franklin  Park  Duck  Pond 
Franklin  Park,  garage 
Franklin  Park,  golf  course 
Franklin  Park,  greenhouse 
Franklin  Park,  grounds     . 
Franklin  Park,  harness  shop 
Franklin  Park,  lawn  mower  shop 
Franklin  Park,  paint  shop 
Franklin  Park,  plumber  shop 
Franklin  Park,  Refectory  Building 
Franklin  Park,  repair  shops 
Franklin  Park,  Rose  Garden 
Franklin  Park,  storehouse 
Franklin  Square 
George  Wright  Golf  Course 
Greenwood  Square     . 
Haj'^es  Square 
Heath  Square 
Hooker  Street     . 
Horatio  Harris  Park 
Irving  W.  Adams  Park     . 
Jamaica  Pond     . 
Jamaica  Pond,  Boat  Landing 
Jamaicawaj^        ... 
John  Harvard  Mall   . 
John  F.  Donovan  Park     . 
Kellej'  Circle 
Kenmore  Square 
Leverett  Pond  Bridge 
Madison  Park     . 
Mary  Cummings  Estate   . 
Massachusetts  Avenue 
McLean  Park 
Michael  J.  Brophy  Park  . 
Morton  Street     . 
jNIurray  Park 

Myrtle  Street  Boat  Landing 
North  End  District   . 
North  End  Prado 
North  End  Square     . 
Olmstead  Park   . 


$20,914  40 

14,958 

61 

16,433 

31 

286 

06 

37,023 

33 

3,029 

36 

1,777 

16 

34,070 

17 

140  00 

76,916 

93 

27,665 

63 

77,431 

75 

21,912 

91 

11 

25 

25,018  32 

24,673 

81 

8,977 

76 

7,765  99 

65,577 

11 

15,889  90 

33,514 

15 

3,006 

13 

72,678  84 

73 

92 

812 

36 

308 

78 

289 

56 

2,751 

00 

222  00 

1,038  96 

1,244 

25 

12,775 

80 

70  50 

1,661 

35 

97 

50 

76 

50 
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01 

3,274  40 

481 

51 
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2,546 

60 

2,324 

40 

280  00 

2,748 

55 

3,705  48 

341 

72 

9,263 

21 

69 

30 

42 
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Orchard  Park 

Park  Drive  Administration  Building 

Park  Street  Subway  . 

Parks,  General    . 

Parks  and  Roadways 

Peabody  Square 

Poplar  Street  Play  Area   . 

Preble  Street  Traffic  Circle 

Prescott  Square 

Public  Garden    . 

Recreation  Division 

Reddy  Avenue    . 

Riverway     . 

Roslindale  Square 

Ross  Estate 

Rutland  Square 

Sargent  Brooks  Culvert 

South  Boston  District 

South  End  District  Parks  &  Squares 

Thomas  Park 

Training  Field,  Charlestown 

Union  Park 

War  Memorial  —  Fens 

Washington  Park 

Webster  Square 

West  End  Parks,  Squares  and  Playgrounds 

Winthrop  Square 

Worcester  Square 

Zoological  Garden,  animal  range 

Zoological  Garden,  antelope  house 

Zoological  Garden,  bear  dens  . 

Zoological  Garden,  bird  house 

Zoological  Garden,  camel  house 

Zoological  Garden,  elephant  house 

Zoological  Garden,  elk  range   . 

Zoological  Garden,  general 

Zoological  Garden,  lion  house 

Zoological  Garden,  monkey  house 


$839  34 

700  39 

17 

49 

30,710  03 

4,378 

96 

510  30 

76 

58 

536  01 

2,656  40 

50,337 

59 

326,798  45 

18 

56 

2,655 

60 

2,357 

40 

2,032 

24 

215 

98 

487 

36 

9,356  46 

2,600  30 

78 

24 

226 

62 

51 

47 

39 

55 

50  50 

10  25 

1,451 

69 

238 

59 

63 

35 

8,919 

25 

10,138 

94 

8,477 

74 

48,574 

97 

458  33 

16,565 

62 

10,629 

62 

74,710 

90 

11,264 

68 

717  80 

Total $1,575,488  89 


Playgrounds 

Almont  Street  Playground 
American  Legion  Playground  . 
Billings  Field  Playground 
Brookside  Avenue  Playground 
Cassidy  Playground  . 
Ceylon  Street  Playground 
Christopher  J.  Gibson  Playground 


$10,310  90 
7,968  44 

12,172  83 
1,486  65 
9,978  92 
5,431  30 

12,908  79 
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Christopher  J.  Lee  Playground 

Fallon  Field  Playground  . 

Francis  Parkman  Playground 

Franklin  Field  Playground 

Frederick  D.  Emmons  Plaj^^ground 

General  Playground  . 

George  H.  Walker  Playground 

Green  and  Lamartine  Streets  Playground 

James  L.  Cronin  Playground  . 

James  F.  Healy  Playground    . 

James  and  Margaret  Tobin  Playground 

Jefferson  Playground 

John  J.  Connolly  Playground 

John  A.  Doherty  Playground  . 

John  J.  Doherty  Playground   . 

John  F.  Holland  Playground   . 

John  W.  Murphy  Playground 

John  H.  L.  Noyes  Playground 

John  J.  Ryan  Playground 

John  Winthrop  Playground 

Joseph  E.  Byrne  Playground 

Joseph  E.  Lee  Playground 

Kiley  Street  Playground  . 

King  Street  Playground    . 

L.  Gertrude  Howes  Playground 

Leo  F.  McCarthy  Playground 

Lester  J.  Rotch  Playground     . 

London  Street  Playground 

Mary  Draper  Playground 

Mary  Hannon  Playground 

Mary  E.  Hemenway  Playground 

McConnell  Park  Playground   . 

McKinney  Playground 

McLaughlin  Playground 

Mission  Hill  Playground 

Paris  Street  Playground 

Parker  Hill  Playground 

Portsmouth  Street  Playground 

Prince  Street  Playground 

Readville  Playground 

Ripley  Playground     . 

Rogers  Park  Playground  . 

Ronan  Park  Playground  . 

Smith's  Pond  Playground 

Stanley  A.  Ringer  Playground 

Thomas  J.  Roberts  Playground 

Tyler  Street  Playground   . 

Wesley  G.  Ross  Playground    . 

William  J.  Barry  Playground  . 

WiUiam  E.  Carter  Playground 


$7,534  18 

11,046  39 

3,589  38 

34,068  66 

404  95 

46,954  66 

9,219  90 

202  00 

7,350  55 

8,200  09 

824  16 

8,483  16 

6,575  33 

256  48 

9,682  10 

4,710  46 

8,021  40 

7,828  54 

7,594  48 

2,695  63 

1,650  82 

80  00 

824  16 

656  50 

3,517  17 

101  00 

9,308  30 

2,762  40 

7,909  83 

2,409  58 

10,758  40 

4,802  08 

6,931  15 

1,121  51 

8,418  67 

2,910  60 

6,811  11 

5,137  01 

3,249  60 

1,497  75 

1,833  50 

7,983  86 

8,118  99 

10,924  40 

4,510  36 

8,360  29 

17  46 

7,618  66 

8,764  37 

8,565  00 

6 


City  Document  No.  16. 


William  Eustis  Playground 
William  E.  Garvey  Playground 
William  F.  Smith  Playground 
William  Gary  Walsh  Playground 


Ll,677  76 
6,105  47 
9,591  28 
8,246  60 


Total $428,675  97 


Gymnasia 

Brighton  Gymnasium       .        . 
Cabot  Street  Gymnasium 
Charlestown  Building  Gymnasium 
Columbia  Road  Gymnasium    . 
Curtis  Hall  Gymnasium   . 
Hyde  Park  Gymnasium    . 
John  J.  Williams  Gymnasium 
Lexington  Street  Gymnasium 
Maurice  J.  Tobin  Memorial  Building 
North  Bennet  Street  Gymnasium  . 
Paris  Street  Gymnasium  . 
Plympton  Street  Pool 
Roslindale  Gymnasium     . 
Tyler  Street  Gymnasium 
Vine  Street  Gymnasium   . 


$7,637  50 
56,404  51 
1,586  10 
15,218  28 
28,960  02 
16,937  80 
28,670  70 
10,166  60 
25,104  36 
50,029  51 
59,827  56 
484  50 
10,379  00 
12,305  50 
26,716  05 


Total $350,427  99 


Baths  and  Beaches 


General 

Broadway  Municipal  Building 

Charlestown  Pool 

Dover  Street  Bath  House  and  Laundry 
L  Street  Bath  House  and  Beach     . 
North  End  Park  Beach,  Bath  and  Pool 
Repair  Room,  Sewing  Room,  and  Stock  Room 


$18,385  01 
31,767  70 
44,776  97 
148,105  99 
121,900  94 
49,712  91 
41,871  98 


Total $456,521  50 


General  Expenses 

Central  Office  —  Administration     ....  $171,447  68 

Street  Trees 130,818  48 

Automobiles,  Tractors,  Wagons,  etc       .        .        .  77,286  62 

Miscellaneous 3,113  69 


Total .        .        .    $382,666  47 


Parks  and  Recreation  Department. 


Recapitulation 

Parks  and  Gardens 

Playgrounds 

Gymnasia    . 

Baths  and  Beaches 

General  Expenses 

Rehabilitation  of  Franklin  Park  Zoo 

Construction  of  Dover  Street  Laundry  and  Utility 

Building  .        .        .        .        . 
Playground,  Fairmount  Section,  Hyde  Park 
Park  and  Playground  Improvements,  etc.     . 
Planting  or  Replacement  of  Trees  .... 
Playground,  Gardner  and  Baker  Streets,  West 

Roxbury  

Removal  of  Trees    afflicted  with  the  Dutch  Elm 

Disease 

Total i 


[,575,488  89 
428,675  97 
350,427  99 
456,521  50 
382,666  47 
13,223  92 

42,634  00 

1,360  00 

95,119  23 

38,000  00 

28,888  28 

17,850  00 

5,430,856  25 


CASH   RECEIPTS 

For  Twelve  Months  Ending  December  31,  1956 

Park  Division 

Franklin  Park  Golf  Course          ....  $20,278  00 

George  Wright  Golf  Course         ....  35,10400 

Permits  for  signs,  openings,  etc.          .  122  80 

Fees  for  services  and  equipment         .  345  00 
Commission    on    public    telephones    on    park 

property 2,158  27 

Settlement  of  claims  for  damages       .  2,089  83 

Miscellaneous 32  00 

Towels,  soap  in  playground  houses    .        .        .  1,481  70 

Rentals  from  property  and  concessions     .        .  10,796  00 

Boston  Common  Tree  Fund,  income  125  88 

Mary  P.  C.  Cummings  Trust  Fund,  income  5,521  85 

Randidge  Trust  Fund,  income    ....  2,627  32 

Babcock  Music  Fund,  income     ....  93  31 

Foss  Flag  Fund,  income 85  00 

Foss  17th  June  Fund,  income     ....  85  00 

Sales  of  park  land 84,045  00 


$164,990  96 


Bath  Divisio.n 


Towels,  soaj),  etc.,  in  bath  houses 


Above  I'eceipts  were  credited  as  follows: 
General  Revenue       .... 
Trust  Funds,  income 
Sales  of  City  Land     .... 


$20,884  39 


$93,291  99 

8,538  36 

84,045  00 


20,884  39 
$185,875  35 


$185,875  35 
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Expenditures  of  Revenue  and  Non=Revenue,  Special  Appropriations 
and  Trust  Funds,  January  1,  1956  to  December  31,  1956 

Recreation 


Common   and   Parks  in  Existence  on   January   12,    1887, 
Maintenance  and  Improvement  of        .        .        . 

Eradication  of  Dutch  Elm  Disease    .... 

Establishment  of  Parks  and  Plaj'grounds 

Mary  P.  C.  Cummings  Trust  Fund,  income    . 

Randidge  Trust  Fund,  income 

Construction    of   Buildings   and   Original   Equipment 
Furnishings  Thereof 

Michael  Francis  Cahill  Fund 

Department  Equipment  Loan,  Revenue  and  Non-Revenue 

Total 


and 


$178,139  20 

14,889  60 

4,991  25 

4,930  52 

1,844  35 

123,333  05 

3,000  00 

124,274  83 


$455,402  80 


Franklin  Park  Golf  Course 
1956 

Opening  Date,  April  10.     Closing  Date,  December  18 

Registered  Attendance,  35,000 

Annual  Permits,  3  at  $30         .       .       .       .       .  $90  00 

Annual  Permits,  533  at  $15 7,995  00 

Daily  Permits,  383  at  $1.50     .        .        .       .       .  574  50 

Daily  Permits,  10,658  at  $1 10,658  00 

Twilight  Permits,  1,921  at  50  cents       ...  960  50 


Total 


$20,278  00 


George  Wright  Golf  Course 
1956 

Opening  Date,  April  10.     Closing  Date,  December  18 

Registered  Attendance,  46,821 

Annual  Permits,  42  at  $40       ....       .        $1,680  00 


Annual  Permits,  501  at 
Daily  Permits,  4,528  at 
Daily  Permits,  7,967  at 
Lockers,  457  at  $3     . 

Total    . 


15,030  00 
9,056  00 
7,967  00 
1,371  00 

$35,104  00 


Parks  and  Recreation  Department.  9 

Attendance  Records  —  1956 

Playgrounds,  Shower  Baths,  Beaches  and 
Swimming  Pools,  Gymnasia 

Playgrounds,  Summer  Attendance         .        .        .  6,850,000 

Playgrounds,  Winter  Attendance  (Skating)          .  352,000 

Shower  Baths 2,600,000 

Beaches  and  Swimming  Pools         ....  1,200,000 

Gymnasia,  Class  and  Individual  Attendance        .  180,000 


Total 11,182,000 


PARKS  AND   RECREATION   DEPARTMENT 
STATISTICS  TO   DECEMBER  31,    1956. 


(11) 
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PARKS    AND    RECREATION    DEPARTMENT  — 
CEMETERY   DIVISION. 


The  following  annual  report  is  presented  for  the 
Cemetery  Division  from  January  1,  1956,  to  December 
31,  1956. 

Department  Cemeteries 
The   burying  grounds,   cemeteries   and  tombs  which 
are  owned  by  and  in  charge  of  the  City  of  Boston  are  as 
follows,  with  a  total  area  of  about  7,040,708  square  feet: 

Square     Estab- 
Feet.       lished. 

Bennington  Street,  East  Boston      ....  157,500  1838 

Bunker  Hill,  Charlestown 48,202  1807 

Phipps  Street,  Charlestown 76,740  1630 

Copp's  Hill,  Hull  street,  City        ....    89,015  1659 

King's  Chapel,  Tremont  street,  City    .        .        .    19,344  1630 

Granary,  Tremont  street,  City       ....    82,063  1660 

Central,  Common,  City 60,693  1756 

South  End  South,  Washington  street,  City  .    64,670  1810 

//awes,  Emerson  street.  South  Boston  .        .     11,232  1816 

Union,  East  Fifth  street,  South  Boston       .        .      5,470  1841 

North,  Uphams  Corner,  Dorchester      .        .        .  142,587  1633 

Eliot,  Eustis  street,  Roxbury         ....    34,830  1630 

South,  Dorchester  avenue,  Dorchester         .        .    95,462  1814 

Westerly,  Centre  street.  West  Roxbury        .        .    39,450  1683 

Walter  Street,  ^Y est  Roxhury  ....    35,100  1711 

Evergreen,  Commonwealth  avenue,  Brighton      .  604,520  1848 

Market  Street,  Brighton 18,072  1764 

Mount  Hope,  Walk  Hill  street,   125  acres  and 

14,330  square  feet 1851 

Fairview,  Fairview  avenue,  Hyde  Park,  about  50  acres,  1892 

City  Tombs 

Twenty-five  in  the  South  Ground;  six  in  Phipps  Street 
Ground,  Charlestown;  one  tomb  for  infants  in  South  Ground; 
one  tomb  for  infants  and  one  for  adults  in  Copp's  Hill  Ground; 
one  for  adults  and  one  for  infants  in  the  Granar}^  Ground; 
one  for  infants  in  King's  Chapel  Ground;  one  for  infants  in  the 
Central  Ground;  two  receiving  tombs  in  East  Boston;  one  re- 
ceiving tomb  in  Dorchester  North;  one  receiving  tomb  in 
Dorchester  South;  one  receiving  tomb  in  Evergreen  Cemetery, 
Brighton;  one  receiving  tomb  in  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  and 
one  receiving  tomb  in  Fairview  Cemetery,  Hyde  Park. 
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Cemetery  Division  Receipts,  January  1  to  December  31,  1956 


Cemeteries 


General 
Receipts 


Perpetual 

Care 
Receipts 


Interest  on 

Perpetual 

Care 


Mount  Hope 

Fairview 

Evergreen 

Dorchester  North. 
Dorchester  South. 

Central 

Copp's  Hill 

Westerly 

Phipps  Street.  .  .  . 

Bunker  Hill 

Granai-y 

King's  Chapel .... 


$88,020  69 

27,732  74 

16,921  20 

190  00 

215  00 

15  00 

30  00 


$21,280  00 

5,680  00 

11,180  00 


20,925  34 

5,938  77 

7,525  15 

402  23 

138  10 

62  50 

62  50 

176  32 

6  50 

1  20 

62  50 

62  50 


Totals. 


$133,124  63 


$38,140  00 


$35,363  61 


Total,  General  Fund,  December  31,  1955. 

Interest,  General  Fund  1956 

Revenue  (General  Receipts)  1956 . 
Discounts  on  Securities  Purchased . 


Payments  from  fund  1956: 

Premiums  and  Accrued  Interest $2,099  90 

Refunds 270  00 


General  Fund,  December  31,  1956 

Perpetual  Care  Funds,  December  31,  1956. 


$4,345,298  10 

130,329  06 

133,129  63 

11,272  46 

$4,620,029  25 


2,369  90 

H,617,659  35 
1,170,550  51 


Total  Cemetery  Funds $5,788,209  86 


Parks  and  Recreation  Department. 
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Summary  Statement  of  Cemetery  Activities,  January  I  to 
December  31,  1956 
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Mount  Hope 

1,199 
489 
189 
3 
3 
1 
1 

171 

14 
26 

288 

245 

58 

9,020 
1,090 
1,126 

2,093 
1,395 
2,845 

294 
74 
91 

20 

5 

1 
2 

1 

Central 

Copp's  Hill 

1 
1 
1 

Bunker  Hill 

Totals 

1,885 

211 

591 

11.241 

6,333 

3 

459 

20 

6 

Cemetery  Division  Expenditures  for  Maintenance,  Year  Ending 
December  31,  1956 

Office    . 

Mount  Hope 

Fair  view 

Evergreen    . 

Dorchester  North 

Dorchester  South 

Bennington  Street 

Hawes  and  Emerson 

Westerly 

Central 

Ehot     . 

South  End  South 

Copp's  Hill  . 

Granary 

King's  Chapel 

Bunker  Hill 

Phipps  Street 

Market  Street 

Park     . 


$17,156 

62 

132,522 

19 

39,538 

77 

29,049 

17 

3,499 

61 

3,449 

25 

3,280 

61 

97 

30 

57 

50 

91 

80 

1,887 

57 

1,887 

58 

3,313 

45 

3,243 

50 

3,236 

33 

1,672  65 

1,672  65 

96  80 

3,160  80 

Cmf  OP  Boston 

Adminibtrativb   Services    Department 
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